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Education

1975 –1976	St. John’s River Junior College, Palatka, FL	
1979		B.S. Cum Laude, Stetson University, Deland, FL
1983   		M.D., University of South Florida College of Medicine, Tampa, FL
1983 - 1984 	Internship in Internal Medicine, Medical Center Hospital of VT
1984 - 1986	Residency in Internal Medicine, Medical Center Hospital of VT
1986 - 1989       Fellowship Hematology/Oncology, University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB)

 Academic Appointments

1988-1989	Instructor, Medical Oncology, University of Alabama at Birmingham, AL
1994-2002	Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, UAB, Division of Hematology and 				Oncology, Birmingham, AL 
1998-2001	Founder and Medical Director, Balm of Gilead Palliative Care Center, Cooper 				Green (Mercy) Hospital, Birmingham, AL 
2001-2014	Founder and Medical Director, Safe Harbor Palliative Care Program 	
			BVAMC, Birmingham, AL
2001 -2005       Director, Alabama Education for Physicians in End-of-Life Care (EPEC) 				              Annual Conference
 2002 -2008	Primary - Assistant Professor Medicine, UAB Division of Geriatric Medicine 				 and Gerontology, Birmingham, AL
		Secondary -Assistant Professor of Medicine, UAB Division of Hematology and 				 	 Oncology, Birmingham, AL
2003-2019         Geriatric Research Education & Clinical Center (GRECC), BVAMC, 					Birmingham, AL
2008 -2018	Co-Chairman of the EPEC for Veterans, VA Central Office and The EPEC 				Project 
2008 -2012	Primary - Associate Professor, Department of Medicine, UAB Division of 					Geriatrics, Gerontology and Palliative Care
2008 -2012 	Secondary - Associate Professor, Department of Medicine, UAB Division of 				Hematology and Oncology, Birmingham, AL
2012-2014 	Primary - Professor, Department of Medicine, UAB Division of Geriatrics, 				Gerontology and Palliative Care, with Tenure, Birmingham, AL
2012-2014 	Secondary -Professor, Department of Medicine, UAB Division of Hematology 				and Oncology, Birmingham, AL
2014-2016	Visiting Professor, Department of Medicine, Division of General Internal 				Medicine, Palliative Care, University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO
2016-present     Professor, Department of Medicine, Division of General Internal 				             Medicine, Palliative Care, University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO
2016-present   Tenure, Department of Medicine, Division of General Internal 				            Medicine, Palliative Care, University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO
2014-2019	Voluntary Appointment, Professor, Department of Medicine, UAB Division of 				Geriatrics, Gerontology and Palliative Care, Birmingham, AL

Hospital, government or other professional positions

1989-1994	Associate, Raleigh Regional Cancer Center, Beckley, WV
1994-1999	Hematologist/Oncologist, Cooper Green (Mercy) Hospital, Jefferson Clinic PC, 			Birmingham, AL
1994-2001	Medical Director, Jefferson County Birmingham Area Hospice, Department of 			Health, Birmingham, AL
2001-2014	Attending, Hospice & Palliative Care, BVAMC, Birmingham, AL 
2006-2010	Attending, Hospice & Palliative Care, UAB Hospital, Birmingham, AL
2007-2009	Archstone Foundation, Palliative Care Mentor to UCLA/VA Hospital Centers
March-May,	President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)
         2008	Palliative Care Education Consultant, National Cancer Institute (Vietnam)
		National Center for HIV, STD and TB Prevention (Hanoi, Vietnam)
2003-2019	GRECC Senior Scientist, Birmingham-Atlanta GRECC, BVAMC, 	AL
2014-2015	Palliative Medicine, Denver Health, Denver, CO
		Inpatient Palliative Medicine Consult 
Lead physician for the Palliative Care Outpatient Clinic 
 Denver Health’s in the Davis Pavilion
 Opened September 2014 and now expanded to 6 half days a week.
2014-present	Attending, Palliative Medicine, University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO
2014-present  	Director, Master of Science in Palliative Care/ Graduate Interprofessional         Palliative Care Certificate programs at University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
2017-present   Director of the Coursera MOOC Palliative Care: It's not Just Hospice Anymore at University of Colorado AMC
2019-present   Director of Community Based-Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship at University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus


Honors, special recognitions and awards

1987		Frommeyer Award for Basic Science Research, UAB, Birmingham, AL
1988		Department of Medicine, Trainee Research, UAB, Birmingham, AL
2001		The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Community Health Leadership Program 			Award 
2002		American Hospital Association’s “Circle of Life” Citation of Honor, Balm of 				Gilead, Cooper Green Hospital, Birmingham, AL	
2003 -2005 	Project on Death In America Faculty Scholar 
2003		C. Glenn Cobbs, MD, Edwin A Rutsky MD, Award, UAB Dept. of Medicine
2005		C. Glenn Cobbs, MD, Edwin A Rutsky MD, Award, UAB Dept. of Medicine
2006		C. Glenn Cobbs, MD, Edwin A Rutsky MD, Award, UAB Dept. of Medicine
2007		C. Glenn Cobbs, MD, Edwin A Rutsky MD, Award, UAB Dept. of Medicine
2009		C. Glenn Cobbs, MD, Edwin A Rutsky MD, Award, UAB Dept. of Medicine
2008		Circle of Life Citations of Honor for Safe Harbor Palliative Care/UAB Palliative 	Care 
2008		BVAMC/UAB Palliative Care selection as a Palliative Care Leadership Center by 
the Center to Advance Palliative Care (the only VAMC to be designated)
2018 	Innovator Award, Department of Medicine at University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus


Membership in professional organizations
1989-present	American College of Physicians
1997-present	American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine:
2019-present 	American Medical Association 
2005-2006	Chairman, Program Planning Committee for 2006 Annual Meeting of AAHPM 2006-2007      	 Chairman, CME Committee for AAHPM
2008-2014	Elected to Board of Directors, AAHPM
2013-2014 	Governance committee AAHPM 
2015-2017	Chairman, Governance Committee, AAHPM


Major Committee and service responsibilities

2000 -2004	Center to Advance Palliative Care, Mount Sinai Medical Center, Robert Wood 				Johnson Foundation, National Advisory Committee
2001-2003	VA Field Advisory Committees, Hospice and Palliative Care
2004 -2014	Member, Network 7 VA GEC Subcouncil
2004 -2014	Member, Birmingham VA GEC Subcouncil
2008 -2012 	Co-directorship of the UAB Palliative Care Leadership Center; UAB/BVAMC 
2008 -2013	Co-Chairman of the EPEC for Veterans, Department of Veterans Affairs,
 		VA Central Office and The EPEC Project 
2008-2012	VISN 7 Palliative Care Clinical Champion
2008-2016	Executive Committee 	Comprehensive End-of-Life Care (CELC) Initiative 
		Department of Veteran Affairs
2011-2012	NIH/NINR Needs Assessment of End of Life and Palliative Care (EOL PC) 				Science End of Life & Palliative Care Ad Hoc Evaluation Advisory Committee 
2011-2014	Birmingham VAMC Center OF Excellence (one of four VA COE nationwide) 
		Safe Harbor Palliative Care Programs is a Model VA Program 
		University of AL at Birmingham
2000 -2014	Chairman of Education Committee Center for Palliative and Supportive Care, 				UAB, Birmingham, AL 
2001 -2014	Ethics Committee, BVAMC Birmingham, AL
2001 -2013	Cancer Control, BVAMC Birmingham, AL


Licensure and board certification

1984		Vermont State Board of Medical Examiners 
1986		Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners
1989		West Virginia State Board of Medical Examiners 
2014		Colorado State Board of Medical Examiners

1986		Diplomate in Internal Medicine 
1989		Diplomate in Medical Oncology 
1998		Diplomate, American Board of Hospice and Palliative Medicine
2010		Diplomate, Hospice & Palliative Medicine, American Board of Internal Medicine 


Review and referee work

Reviewer, Journal of the American Geriatrics Society
Reviewer, American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care
Reviewer, Journal of Palliative Medicine
Reviewer, Journal of General Internal Medicine 
2001 – 2007 American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Care, Committee to Write Board 	Exam Questions for Palliative Care Certification Exam
2014 HSR&D, Group HSR -1, Grant Review VA Central Office

Invited extramural lectures, presentations and visiting professorships

1/21/1999 	“Access to Quality End-of-Life Care: How Do We Pay for These Services? How 			Can We Make Palliative Care Accessible in All Settings,” with Judi Lund Person, 		MPH, Last Acts Regional Conference, Birmingham, AL.
3/10/1999 	“Access to Quality End-of-Life Care,” Last Acts Regional Conference, San 			Antonio, TX. 
5/15/1999	“Building and Maintaining Collaborative Relationships and Networks,” National 			Hospice Organization’s Senior Management and Leadership Conference, 				Arlington, VA.
10/22/1999	 “Continuity of End-of-Life Care through Safety Net Institutions,” 	National 			Hospice Organization 21st Symposium and Exposition, Long Beach, CA. 
 12/1999	 “Continuity of End-of-Life Care through Safety Net Institutions,” Washington 			Home Annual 	Meeting, Washington, D.C.
9/6/ 2000	 “Access to Quality End-of-Life Care,” Last Acts Conference, Washington, D.C.
12/2000	 “Models of Care,” Plenary Session, Fall Forum for Center to Advance Palliative 			Care, Washington, D.C.
12/2000	 “Endured Much Under Many Physicians: Palliative Care in the United States,” 			Kellogg Foundation, Washington, D.C. 
12/5/2000	 “Choosing an Organization Model for a Palliative Care Program in Your 				Hospital,” Center to Advance Palliative Care Fall Forum, Washington, D.C.
4/2001		“Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,” Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, 			University of Mississippi, Jackson, MS.
4/2001		 “Integration of Palliative Medicine into HealthCare Systems,” Consultations and 			Presentation on the Balm of Gilead Center. Kalamazoo, MI. 
6/2001	 	“Integration of Palliative Medicine into a Vertically Integrated Safety Net Health 			Care System,” AAHPM Annual Meeting, Phoenix, AZ.
10/15/2001	 “Sudden Death in Nursing Homes,” CMS Southeast Regional Conference, 			Palliative Medicine Conference, Atlanta, GA. 
10/19/2001	Day long consultation and presentations on “Integrated Palliative Care, Memphis, 			TN.
11/15/2001	Day long consultation and presentations on “Integrated Palliative Care, “Northern 		Mississippi Health Systems, Tupelo, MS.
3/2002		“Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,” Geriatric Grand Rounds Duke				University, Durham, NC.
11/14/ 2002	 “Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,” Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, 			University of Vermont, Burlington, VT. 
11/15/2002 	 “Compassion Transformed by Intimacy Leads to Community” Community 			Forum, Burlington VT. 
6/ 2003	 “Autonomy and Beneficence: Balance at Life’s End.” Alabama Chapter of the 			American College of Physicians. Perdido Beach, AL.
9/4/ 2003	 “Autonomy and Beneficence: Balance at Life’s End” VA National Spinal 	Cord 			Injury Association Meeting, Las Vegas, NV. 
11/21/2003	 “The Palliative Response Educational Intervention” Symposium on Palliative 			Care Education in the VA, Geriatric Society of America, San Diego, CA. 
2/27/ 2004	 “Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,” Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, 			University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM with consultation with staff.
6/7/ 2004	 “Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,” “Pain and Pain Control” and 				“Depression and Anxiety at Life’s End.”  Palliative Care Conference for the 			Indian Health Service, Albuquerque, NM.
8/17/ 2004	 “Life is a Marathon: How the VA Can Help Veterans When the Race is Run” 			Senior Leadership Conference, Veterans Administration Washington D.C. 
9/22-24/2004	Keynote speaker for combined Conference Gainesville VAMC and North Florida 			Hospice ‘“Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,”  “Ethics Workshops” and 			“Sharing Bad News; The Palliative Response.” Jacksonville, FL. 
10/20/ 2004	 “Relief of Suffering; Beyond Pain Control,” Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, 			Jackson Memorial Hospital, Montgomery, AL.
1/14/ 2005 	 “Sharing Bad News; The Palliative Response.” Family Practice Grand Rounds, 			University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL.
5/19/ 2005	 “Intervention to Improve the Processes of Care for Patients Dying in the 				Hospital: Improving Quality of Care During the Last Hours of Life,” Internal 			Medicine Grand Rounds, Whittington Lecture in Geriatrics University of Florida, 			Gainesville, FL.
10/20/2005	 “Intervention to Improve the Processes of Care for Patients Dying in the 				Hospital: Improving Quality of Care During the Last Hours of Life,” Internal 			Medicine Annual Meeting, Floyd Medical Center, Rome, GA.
8/31/ 2006	 “Intervention to Improve Processes of Care for Patients Dying in the Hospital,” 2006		 Ease the Suffering: Stanford Pain and Palliative Care Conference, Stanford 			University, Palo Alto, CA. 
8/31/ 2006	 “Cancer Pain- Crisis of Health Service Delivery,” 2006 Ease the Suffering: 			Stanford Pain and Palliative Care Conference, Stanford University, Palo Alto, 			CA. 
2/2007 	Amos Bailey MD and Christine Ritchie MD “Comfort Care Order Sets in the Last 		Hours of Life: Review of the Evidence Base” American Academy of Hospice and 		Palliative Care Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, UT.
2/2007 	Amos Bailey MD and Christine Ritchie MD “Palliative Care for Advanced 			COPD: Review of the Evidence Base” American Academy of Hospice and 			Palliative Care Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, UT.
7/26-27/2007 	 “Intervention to Improve Processes of Care for Patients Dying in the Hospital”, 			and “Quality and End-of-Life Care” Louisiana-Mississippi Hospice Organization 			Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.
7/24-25/2007	 “Impact of the Safe Harbor Palliative Care Project on EOL Care in the VA: The 			Birmingham VAMC Experience” National ACCT VA Conference 2007, 				Washington, DC. 
7/17/ 2007	 “Impact of the Safe Harbor Palliative Care Project on EOL Care in the VA: The 			Birmingham VAMC Experience” National Leadership Board of the VA, 				Washington, DC. 
11/25/ 2007	“Safe Harbor Palliative Care Project” GRECC Symposium Gerontology Society 			of America 2007 Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA.
2/2008 	Amos Bailey MD, Christine Ritchie MD and Amy Lot “Evidence Based 				Approach to the Use of Psychiatric Medications at End-of-Life" American 			Academy of Hospice and Palliative Care Annual Meeting, Tampa, FL.
3/15- 5/15/2008    Visiting Professor for Palliative Medicine Fellowship National Cancer Center 			of Viet Nam,  Hanoi, Viet Nam.
2/2009 	Amos Bailey MD, Christine Ritchie MD and Laura Ferguson MD “Understanding 		Treatment Options for Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer" American Academy of 			Hospice and Palliative Care Annual Meeting, Austin, TX.
4/2009 	“Who Needs a Heaping Helping of Hospice/Palliative Care?” Minnesota Hospice 			Association 2009 End-of-Life Conference, Minneapolis, MN.
2/27/2010	Georgia Hospice and Palliative Care Annual Meeting “Evidence Based Approach 			to the Use of Psychiatric Medications at End-of-Life.” 
7/27-28/2010	Louisiana-Mississippi Hospice and Palliative Medicine Annual Meeting 
		“Special Psycho-Social Issue of Veterans” and “Evidence Based Approach to the 			Use of Psychiatric Medications at End-of-Life.” 
9/14-16/2010	 Co- director Education and Palliative and End-of-life Care for Veterans Course, 			(EPEC for Veterans) National Launch, Chicago, IL.
3/7-9/2011 	Co-director, Education and Palliative and End-of-life Care for Veterans 				Course/ELNEC National Launch, Ft. Lauderdale FL. 
9/13-15/2011	 Co-director, Education and Palliative & End-of-life Care for Veterans Course 			VISN 7 Atlanta, GA.
2/2017	Interprofessional Master Science in Palliative Care Education Innovation Exchange AAHPM Phoenix Arizona 
10/2/2017 	Interprofessional Masters Science in Palliative Care Collaborating Across 				Boarders Banff, Alberta Canada

Teaching record

2015-present	 Director, Masters Science of Palliative Care Degree Program. 
		Approved by Board of Regents University of Colorado September 11, 2015
		Enrolled 16 students for inaugural class fall 2016
		Enrolled 18 students for second class fall 2017
		Enrolled 20 students for third class fall 2018
		Enrolled 16 students for fourth class fall 2019 
This is an Executive Master’s Program with primarily on-line distant learning with periodic intensive on campus training.  This program will help meet the need for medical providers with specialty training in Palliative Care. The estimated workforce need estimates the need for more than 10,000 providers in Palliative Care. 
2019-present	Community Based-Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship approved ACGME for 6 			fellows 2020 MSPC and HPM Fellowship Seminar Online 
 
2014-2015	Internal Medicine Noon Conference Denver Health
September 2014-present monthly Medical Ethics Case Conference 

Major Presentations
2005-2014	Amos Bailey MD and Thomas Huddle MD semi-annual Ethics Discussion/Debate 			for Tuesday UAB General Medicine Noon Conference. 

Key Administrative Positions
2003 -2014	Director of Medical Oncology and Geriatric Medicine Palliative Care 					Rotation, UAB, Birmingham, AL 
2005 -2014 	Director of Internal Medicine Resident Palliative Care Rotation
			12 didactic sessions each month, UAB, Birmingham, AL
2009 -2014 	Lecturer Patient Doctor Society First Year Medical Students 
1996-2014 	Director of Palliative Medicine curriculum, UAB Internal Medicine Residency 				Program
2003-2014	Chair Education Committee for Center for Supportive and Palliative Care at UAB
1999-2011 	Fellowship Committee, Palliative Medicine Fellowship, UAB/BVAMC

Specific Accomplishments

Palliative Medicine curriculum for Internal Medicine Residency, 12 Modules, UAB Center for 	Palliative Care, www.uab.edu/medicine/palliativecare   

Movies and Medicine – bi-annual Scholars Week, medical student humanities experience; 	review of key palliative medicine principles in popular film.

Grant support

VA Health Services R&D “Evaluation of Methods for Implementation of a Comfort Care Order Set” Co-Principal Investigator, February 1, 2015 - January 31, 2019. $1,100,000. Supports 25% of effort.

VA Health Services R&D “Intervention to Improve Care at Life’s End in VA Medical Centers” Co-Principal Investigator, July 1, 2005-June 30, 2012. $ 1,800,000.

Koppaka Family Foundation –“Spirituality in Medicine Award.” $3,000 June 2002. Principal Investigator.

Project on Death in America Faculty Scholar, Open Society Institute – “Develop a Training Program in Palliative Medicine for Medical Oncology and Geriatric Fellows” - $150,000 July 2002 - July 2004 Principal Investigator.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – “Communications Grant” - supplement to “Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life Care,” for the development of a Palliative Care Manual.  $15,000. October 2001- December 2002. Principal Investigator.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – “Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life Care” in support of the Balm of Gilead Project - Principal Investigator $446,933 for a 3 Year Period. October 1998 - October 2001.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – “Faith in Action” in support of the Balm of Gilead Project - Principal Investigator $25,000 for 18 months. October 1998 – April 2000.

Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham – Matching Funds for “Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life” in support of the Balm of Gilead Project - Principal Investigator $75,000 for 3 years October 1998 – October 2001.

Hugh Kaul Foundation – in support of the Balm of Gilead Project - Principal Investigator $25,000 for one year. 1998. 

Open Society Institute – “Project on Death in America” in support of Bereavement - Principal Investigator $65,835 for two years. 1998.

Robert Meyer Foundation – in support of the Balm of Gilead Project - Principal Investigator $75,000 for three years. 1998.
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